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PRAISE BE TO GOD
Rev. Titus Lee,
President of Lutheran Church-
Hong Kong Synod

“The blind will be able to see, and the deaf will hear. The lame
will leap and dance, and those who cannot speak will shout for joy.”
(Isiah, 35:5). God creates the world and bestows upon us body, soul
and senses. Not only does He grant us rationality and sensibility but
He also preserve them. Martin Luther’s exegesis of the creation in the
Nicene Creed is also the voice of the common faith of His followers.
However, tumed away from his Creator who has endowed him with

spirit and senses, man sinks into the abyss of sin. As a result, the

body suffers the pains of sickness and death. Moreover, the soul.is
led to the doom of everlasting separation from God. Paul says, “What
an unhappy man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is
taking me to death? Thanks be to God who does this through our
Lord Jesus Christ! (Romans 7:24). This is a cry of lament when faced
with the fear of destruction and yet turns out to be a cry of exaltation
because of the salvation of Christ.

It is true. “For God loved the world so much that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him may not die but have
eternal life” (John 3:16). Hence Christ came not just to heal the
invalid or to tend to man’s physical needs but most importantly to save
the souls of the lost ones through helping them repent and forgiving
their sins.

The Lutheran Church — Hong Kong Synod founded the Mongkok
Lutheran School for the Deaf for the purpose of guiding the
handicapped to receive God’s pardon. In His grace, the spiritual eyes
of the blind can behold His mercy; the spiritual ears of the deaf can
hear the gospel and the spiritual mouth of the dumb can speak and
glorify His blessings. The impaired ones who honour His grace with
their body, heart and soul are happier than those unimpaired yet
unyielding ones who refuse to accept the Gospels.

Under God’s guidance and the concerted efforts of the principal
and the staff, the school has performed a wonderful service in its
duty to God and borne an exemplary witness in its contribution to
society. All successes are God’s blessings and all glory and praise be
to Him in the highest.
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KNOWING ABOUT THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Mr. James Y .H. Chu,

Chairman,

Christian Education Committee,
Lutheran Church — H.K. Synod.
o (Recorded by Mr. K.K. Chan,
Assistant Principal, during the
Seminar on ‘Christian Education’
on 28/4/1984)

I deem it an honour to accept the invitation of the Supervisor
and to address you in this meeting about the relation between Deafl
school and Christian Education. I believe that by quoting the acts
and teachings of Jesus Christ is the most appropriate way to proceed.
In briet, Jesus Christ is to be the center of Christian Education. The
ultimate goal of operating a deaf school by Lutheran Church — Hong
Kong Synod is to introduce Jesus Christ to every hearing- -impaired
children. Jesus Christ is not only our Saviour, He is also a great teacher.
Suppose He was with us, what simple and effective way would he
have used to handle our students’ problems, and how would he have
served our students with the Christian spirit? Now let us once again
study the miracle He performed on the deaf and dumb person to see
what technique Jesus would have used to deal with this kind of pro-
blems.

As the Bible says, when Jesus came by way of Sidon to the Sea of
Galilee, a crowd of people brought him a man who was deaf and dumb.
They hoped that Jesus could cure him. Let me explain in detail the
series of actions Jesus had performed to this man.

1. Jesus laid His hand upon this man.

2 Jesus took that man aside out of the multitude,

3. Jesus put His fingers into the man’s ears.

4 Jesus spat and touched the tongue of that man with the

spittle.

5. Jesus looked up to heaven, and sighed.

6.  Jesussaid, ‘Ephpehta.” (that is, Be opened.)

After these actions, that man could hear instantly and he could
speak plainly. The approach that Jesus used to cure the deaf and dumb
person is different from how he dealt with the paralysed and the
woman who had a flow of blood for twelve years.
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First, Jesus touched that man with His hand, an action of body
contact, to show his tender loving care which is also what our students
need. In your experience, have you ever put your hands on their heads,
touched their hair tenderly and pat on their shoulders to show friend-
liness and intimacy?

Second, Jesus took that man aside out of the multitude. He
handled his problem individually. This action showed that Jesus was
concerned about what this individual needed as well as his specific
problem, To handle our students’ problems, we should care about
their individual differences and their specific characters in order for
them to develop better interpersonal relationships with each other.
Christian Education is the perfect education to attain this.

The third and fourth actions of Jesus clearly elaborated the
procedure of the treatment. Message was sent by means of His gestures
and movements. Jesus put His fingers into the man’s ear. then spat
and touched the man with the spittle. By these actions, the deaf and
dumb person could perceive intensively the grace and patience of
Jesus in performing this miracle on him. Being a teacher, we always
instruct our students through different media: different gestures,
actions and even our spittle, For the sake of instruction, we have
actually employed numerous actions and spittle to influence our
students.

The fifth action of Jesus is his facial expression. He looked up at
heaven and signed. We understand that His might comes from Heaven.
With this mighty power, Jesus could overcome His misfortune with
upmost endurance. We firmly believe that the source of our energy
in educating our students is also a gift endowed with by God. Only with
His Grace and blessing, could our faith be strengthened and our task be
accomplished.

Finally, Jesus vocalized, He said, “Ephpehta” (that is, Be opened).
This message again reminds us that the importance of speech as com-
munication in Deaf Education should not be neglected. Speech must be
used as an important tool to communicate with our students.

People with ears are always unwilling to hear. They turn a deaf
ear to God’s teaching. Their conceit deafens their ears. People with
mouths always utter no sound. Their talks are nonsense and emptiness.
They are unwilling to preach the words of God. Their calamity tightens
their tongues. They become religious ‘dummies’!

Christian Education is less concerned with the fruitfulness of
knowledge than with the premium on religious enlightenment. We
should not only be concerned with the amelioration of the physical
condition of the hearing-impaired but also with spiritual consolation.
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Our task is not only to open their ears and loosen their tongues
but also to open their hearts to Jesus Christ. Therefore our task is
twofold: to ameliorate their handicapping condition as well to cultivate
spiritual belongingness.

The work you are doing to our students deserves great apprecia-
tion. As the Bible states, ‘Happy are those who long to be just and
good, for they shall be completely satisfied. Happy are the kind and
merciful, for they shall be shown mercy. Happy are those whose
hearts are pure, for they shall see God’. (Matthew 5:6-8) I believe that
every serving teacher is tender, merciful and patient. Finally, I would
like to quote from Corinthians for my conclusion, ‘Working together
with Him, then, we entrust you not to accept the grace of God in
vain.’For He says, “At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and
helped you on the day of Salvation.” (Corinthians 6:1-2).
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IF | WERE A DEAFCHILD
Dr. Louis R. Jasper
Coordinator of Special Education
and Special Ministries

Of course, I am no longer a child and I am not deaf. [ have had a
good education and many years of experience, so I do not even pretend
to know fully what it is like to be a deaf child or how a deaf child
thinks. Yet, based on my present knowledge and years of past
experience, I will pretend that I am a deaf child and tell you some
of the things which I would like to have.

If T were a deaf child, I would like people to show empathy and
understanding rather than pity me.

I would like people to notice my abilities and help me to develop
them rather than focusing on my disability. T would like people to
stop calling me “dumb”. I would like them to test out my abilities
and potential, not just measure what I have learned.

If 1 were a deaf child, I would want everyone, especially the
members of my family and my teachers, to encourage and motivate
me to reach my full potential in everything I do. I would want people
to talk to me all the time, even when they are using other modes of
communication such as Sign Language or writing.

I would like people to have patience with me when I do not
understand or respond propedy. They should not lower their
expectations of what I can do if I fail to succeed the first few times
I try. I would like people to provide opportunities for me to use the
information and skills which I am to learn.

The key to my successful preparation for life is language and my
ability to communicate effectively. As a child, I probably do not
realize this. Therefore, I need parents and especially teachers who are
creative in finding and developing ways to help me expand my language
and consistently use it correctly in meaningful communication. I
need more than exercises in meaningless repetition, more than copying
from a book or the blackboard, and more than the memorization of
sounds and symbols which may have little or no meaning for me.
I will learn language only when I use it.

Most deaf children ma - lack the maturity and communication
skills to express their need. .nd wants as completely and clearly as the
examples given above, but that does not excuse us as parents, teachers,
and members of society from our responsibility to both recognize
and respond to their needs with all the resources and abilities at our
command.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH

IN MONGKOK LUTHERAN SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF
Rev. Stephen Hui,
Honorary School Chaplain

“Go then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples,
baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. And I
will be with you always to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19 — 20).
This 'is the mission Christ bequeathed to His disciple before His
Ascension. To fulfil such mission the Lutheran Church has founded
the Mongkok Lutheran School for the Deaf. To preach God’s words
and to teach God’s commandments are the aims of establishing the
school.

Being a special school, Mongkok Lutheran School for the Deaf
is different from the ordinary school in that it not only places emphasis
on the moral, intellectual, physical, social and asthetic development
but on Christian growth as well. Fostering Christian growth is to
guide the students to come into God’s grace, to receive God’s pardon,
to establish a well-founded philosophy of life, to set well-aimed goals
so as to glorify God and benefit mankind in future. Thus for this
special seed to germinate, nourishment — Christian growth — is essential.

Christian growth is not just to spread religion or religious ideals
but to directly influence the students and to inspire hope for the
life to come.

The state of mind of the deaf is obviously different from that
of the ordinary people. Not only do they suffer impediment in
communication, they also feel frustrated at being unfairly treated by
their parents, society and fate, they therefore take the aid, guidance
and relief offered them for granted. Hence, education for the deaf
should not be just dissemination of knowledge or acquirement of
skills but most importantly, the cultivation of a proper outlook on
life so as to discover the value of life and how to make the most out of
one’s potentials to serve, to have a family and to contribute to society.
Yet for all these the support from faith is vital, particularly for the
deaf. This faith includes both faith in God and in oneself.

The way of God is to urge us to repent, to cleanse ourselves, to
love Him, our fellow men and ourselves. The way of God is impartiality
and charity, teaching us to be sympathetic, kind, meek and patient.
The way of God also looks after our daily needs, as well as grants us
peace, joy and eternal life. Hence, the way of God is basic for the
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development of self-confidence in the deaf. It is more than moral
training because it is both temporal and spiritual, of the present and
the life to come.

There exists in the mind of some the worry that schools run
by the Church aim merely at spreading religion and neglect the values
held by non-Christians. 1 believe this does not occur in this school
because the religion is positive, active as well as evangelical. Neither
is it disciplinarian, confining or restraining. Besides we should respect
religious freedom. But of course, anything that goes against the aim
of the school or hinder the spread of Christianity should not exist.

As we have indeed shared God’s grace and tasted His fragrant
fruits, we hope to share with others the hope and sweetness within
our hearts. So let all our staff cooperate and take up this responsibility
to devote ourselves to educating the deaf because the Christian way of
education is extremely important in a school for the deaf.
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Rev. Mark H.Y. Lai,
Supervisor,
St. Paul Lutheran School

Two thousand years ago, when John the Baptist heard of Jesus’s
miraculous deeds, he sent two of his disciples to meet Jesus so as to
verify his identity. Nowadays, there are still many people who do not
know what He is and there are few who are willing to take the initiative
to seek answers from Him. It is truly a pity that people nowadays seem
to be even more ignorant of Christ’s Salvation. Let us hear what he has
said on this. Jesus answered, “Go back and tell John what you are
hearing and seeing; the blind can see, the lame can walk, those who
suffer from dreaded skin diseases are made clean, the deaf hear, the
dead are brought back to life and the Good News is preached to the
poor. How happy are those who have no doubts about me.” (Matthew
11:4-6)

When Jesus preached, He performed miracles not so much to
heal the body but to bear withness to the Good News. Most important
of all: “Happy are those who have no doubts about me.” Therefore,
let no deficiency, impairment or poverty cast, doubts on our faith
because these have nothing to do with Christ’s Salvation or eternal
life.

It is true that physical impairment may bring about incon-
venience in life but this causes little hinderance to a person’s success.
Loss of hearing in Beethoven has not mitigated the everlasting brilliance
of his nine symphonies. Helen Keller, though blind, deaf and dumb,
emerged to be one of the world’s highest-respected authors. There
have been many other successful figures in history whose handicapping
condition did not serve as obstacles in their path to great achievements,

On the other hand, a sound body does not guarantee success.
Many able-bodied people have ended up in the death row. This saddest
thing is that many seemingly healthy people do not feel the love of
God nor receive the blessings of Christ. These people who refuse to
accept the gospels may be considered “spiritually blind”” and “spirtually
deaf™.

The ever-increasing sophistication brought about by the advance
of science has drawn science and religion closer to each other. Human
language and sensibility are failing to grasp and correctly assess matters
pertaining to the realm of the occult. In this way physical impairment
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Swimming Gala for the Deaf

. F IR AR A
\ Basketball Competition for the Deaf

fosters a heightened sensitivity, a fact which attests to the Creator’s
impartiality and Christ’s blessings.

As already mentioned, the might of the gospels, the grace of
God’s pardon and the vitality of life are free from any bodily restraints.
This explains why the handicapped can feel happy and contented. To
prove to the world that this is so has motivated the Church to found
both the Mongkok Lutheran School for the Deaf and St. Paul’s School
for the Deaf. On looking back, we have to thank and praise Him for
the many wonderful things he has done for the two schools. At this
moment when the two schools are going to publish a joint report,
we have reason to emphasize the non-discriminating nature of His
love, as well as to praise and hosanna Him who has built up faith
in the handicapped and continually blessed them with spiritual growth.

BRI B 5L PRI ED
Christmas Congregation

HR i B R
Christmas Celebration
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ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (MANAGERS):
The Board of Directors/Managers for the Lutheran School for the Deaf in Macau consists of seven people appointed by the Lutheran Church —

Hong Kong Synod to make important policy decisions that pertain to the operations of the school in Macau.

Rev. Lai Hon Yam — Chairman (Hong Kong)

Mr. Woo Yuk Chow Andrew — Secretary (Hong Kong)

Dr. Louis R. Jasper (Hong Kong — Macau)
*Mr. Patrick P. C. Hu, ACSW (Macau)

Rev. Yeung Kei Ping (Macau)

Mr. Wong Kar Sing (Hong Kong)

Ms. Lai Nung Chong (Macau)

Note — *Mr. Hu’s appointment —
— In a special Board meeting held on March 9th, 1984, Mr. Hu was appointed as the Vice-Principal of St. Paul’s Lutheran School for the
Deaf. During the period of the absence of the Principal, Mr. Hu shall be the acting Principal to oversee the operations of the School, effective
immediately. — See attached minutes of the meeting of 9/3/1984.

STAFF:
Principal: Dr. Louis R. Jasper
Specialist of Special Education
Vice-Pricipal: Mr. Patrick P. C. Hu, ACSW
Social Ministry and Special Services
Dean: Ms. Wong King Bik, (Hearing)
Teacher
Teachers: Mr. Kam Lai Shui (Deaf)
Ms. Wan So Nui (Deaf)
Ms. Lam Kim U (Hearing)
Mr. Wong Kong Sang (Hearing)
Ms. Yiu Yu Yin (Hearing)
Janitor/Amah: Ms. Chan Heng Lan (Hearing)

S B PR




FACILITIES:

The location of the school is at Rua Silva Mendes, Efficio Jade Garden, Bloco L-M, Macau. It occupies two floors, the ground and the upper

(first) floor.

On the ground floor — one part (about one third) is used as the Chapel of the St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, and the Center for the Deaf. Chapel

is used for worship services for the students on Wednesday mornings. On Tuesday evenings, there is worship services for the deaf adults from the
nearby neighbourhood. Whenever the Chapel is not in use for worship services, the chairs are removed, and the space is used for indoor activities for -
the students of the school.

Another third of the floor space is used for kindergarten class rooms. And the other third of the space is used for woodwork workship,

washrooms, and cooking and storage spaces.

The upper floor — one half of the space is used for the primary school class rooms. The other half of the space is used for offices, teachers work

room and group meetings, and many other uses.

L

AN OVER VIEW: .

St. Paul’s Lutheran School is the only school in Macau providing an educational program for the deaf children. Ordinarily education for the
deaf is neglected by the general public. Even the attitude of the parents of these children differs little from the public. They let the nature
take its course until the child becomes an adult, which is the reality the time for the child or adult to make his own living. At this time, the
parents begin to experience the difficulties and reality that their child does not have communication skills, a formal education or useful skills
to deal with the mainstream of society. At this time parents become aware of the value and need for an education, but it is too late. Although
there are some parents who are concerned about their children’s future, but, they lack knowledge in the educating and the up bringing of their
handicapped children. Actually they are not equipped to face their situations in a problem solving way .

Many children have benefited from their education from St. Paul’s School, but the enrollment is under our expection. Many children remain
illiterate and uneducated because of the negligence on the part of the parents and the unawareness of the existence of the school along with
many other reasons.

In the past, we have used the mass media to advise people that we have a school for educating the deaf children, but not too many parents take
the advantage and opportunity to educate their children before it’s too late.

HURDLES TO BE OVERCOME:
1. Limited school facilities, and
2.  Lack of qualified teachers.

As time goes by, student enrollment increases, we need to overcome the first hurdle in order to provide the educational programmes to
the children ideally.
To overcome the second hurdle — is an ongoing process. For the present teaching staff, “learning by doing” is the best teacher for the teachers.
The teachers need to have special skills to teach the deaf in their basic academic learning, and good understanding of the children psychologically,
and ways to approach them.
Fortunately we have Dr. Louis Jasper, Specialist in Special Education who also serves as the Principal of the School for the Deaf in Macau.
Dr. Jasper constantly encourages the teachers to update their knowledge and teaching skills. Therefore frequent seminars, group study and
discussions become a part of the staff on the job training and continued staff development program. Because of the additional information
and stimulating discussions from these programs, improved teaching skills can be achieved.

CURRICULUM AT ST. PAUL’S CHOOL:

- The curriculum at St. Paul’s covers the complete primary school educational needs. It includes basic subjects from primary 1 to 6 and kindergarten

A and B, plus one special class (S.C.) There are nine classes altogether.
Because of the reality, the small number of students, and teachers, we adopted the dual-class system in actual teaching. The enrollment for
this term is 29. The teaching staff is six.




Iv.
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The distribution of the students is as the following: kindergarten is 7, (KA—3 and KB—4), P1 — 33, P22 —3,P3 —2,P4 - 6,P5 —5,P6 -3,
and one in the S.C. class. Among the 29 children, 18 of them are boys, and 11 are girls. The age range of the students is very wide, the youngest
is four years old, and the olderst one is 23 years old. The, age grouping is as follows: (a) Nine students are in the group between 4 and 10 years
old. (b) The largest group is between age 11 and 15, with a total of 15. (c¢) There are 3 students in the 16 to 18 years old group. (@) There are 2
students are over 21 years of age.

Because of the special needs of the deaf, in class room teaching, we not only teach the students to know the basics, but also put the emphasis
on vocal exercises to encourage them to use their voices as much as they can, and to improve their abilities in speaking. The purpose of this is
to build up their confidence in order that they may be able to communicate verbally with the hearing people some day. At least partially anyway.
Teachers: The school presently employs five full time teachers and one part time. Among the six teachers, two of them are deaf, and four are
normal hearing people. Because of the special needs in teaching the deaf, the teachers able to understand and use the sign language is very
important. The Dean of the students is also a hearing teacher, who has good sign language skills, Among the other three hearing teachers, two of
them are fairly good, only one is not at the sufficient level yet. In principle, we do encourage the teachers to use their normal voice along with
hands to sign in their teachings. Some of the students have hearing aids, they can hear at least partially. We encourage the students to use their

voices as much as possible, because they need to communicate with the hearing people in their life in the community.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND OTHER ACTIVITIES:
1.  Religious Education —
(1) Daily — Religious Education is one of the subjects taught by teachers in class rooms daily.
(2) Weekly — On Wednesday morning there is worship service conducted by Rev. Dr. Jasper on the days when he is in Macau. During
other weeks when Dr. Jasper is not in Macau, the responsibility of the weekly Spiritual Nurturing is shared by Rev. Yeung and
Mr. Lo F.K. and others.
(3) Christmas Holiday Celebration —
Annually, during the Christmas Holidays, there is a special Christmas worship service, and a Christmas party for all the students and
the staff in the school. This is the highlight of the year, and enjoyed by all.

2.  Field Trips and Other Activities —

For the purpose of making school life more enjoyable, special field trips, drawing and handwriting competitions are planned and exercised

annually.

3.  Physical Education and Activitions —

(1) Gym Games and Excerises — Physical education for the children is as important as other subjects in the curriculum. Although,
we do not have our own_gym and outdoor space for the students to have all the physical activities, but, with the special permission
of the Education Department of Macau, our students can use the public with gym in walking distance for their extra curricular
activities. Every Friday afternoon all upper grade students go to the gym to enjoy the supervised physical exercises and play their
favourite games. The lower grade students stay in the school building doing their indoor games and other activities.

(2) Deaf Students Basket-ball Match Game in Hong Kong — On the 3rd of March, 1984, with the help of the Catholic Activity Center,
a number of our students went to Hong Kong to participate in a basket-ball game with other deaf students in Hong Kong.

(3) Participation of Hong Kong Deaf Peoples Field Competition —

In the past, our students have participated in the All Hong Kong Deaf People Field Competitions, such as track team, swimming,
ping-pong games, etc. Our students have performed fairly well.
4.  Health Care:

Through the negotiation between Dr. Jasper and an American missionary doctor working with the Baptist Church in Macau, all the deafl

students can receive a physical examination and any necessary medical treatment free. The nurses of the School Health Nursing Programs

come to Macau from Hong Kong to assist Dr. Swan with the physical examinations and in the area of health education.




LOOKING AHEAD:

1.

Hearing for the Deaf — Although, we consider the students in our school are deaf, but many of the students are not stone-deaf nor do
they have total hearing loss. With proper care and special hearing aids, potentially, many of them can partically hear. Our Special Education
Specialist and Principal, Dr. Jasper has been working deligently, trying to reach the goal of a hearing aid for every student, so that every
deaf student can hear.

More Teaching Aids for Teachers — Dr. Jasper has made many contacts with the Department of Education of Macau in order to negotiate
for the school to have more up to date teaching equipment and materials. We appreciate the privilege to be able to use the up to date
educational equipment and teaching aids from the Education Department, resulting from Dr. Jasper’s negotiation.

From Wood Workshop to Vocational Training — At the present time there is a wood workshop in the lower level of the school. With
the help of the teacher, this will provide the opportunity for the upper grade students who are interested in wood working to have some
pre-vocational experience. It is our hope, from this simple wood workshop gradually it can be developed into a fullsized vocational training
classes in the future,

It may seem to be a dream at the present time to have a fullsized vocational training class for St. Paul’s School, but, with faith in Christ,
plus efforts and planning and hard working, the dream can become a reality in not so distant future.

From a practical point of view, we can start from the wood workshop, then gradually work into classes in mechanics, dress-making, typing,
teletype computers, and many others.

Counseling and Guidance and Students Activities — Formal education covers only a limited period of a person’s intellectual development.
Human growth is a life long process. Even in the best schools, with the best possible formal academic subjects in class room settings,
the students still need help in their total growth and development. A counseling and guidance program is a very important part for
achieving this goal. For this very purpose of continuation of growth of our students and as well as for the deaf community in Macau, St.
Paul’s School and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (both occupy the same location), also operated as a Center for the Deaf, not only to provide
them a place where they can enjoy each other’s companionship, satisfying their emotional needs, but also the opportunity for them to
continue their communication skills and intellectual growth. Every Tuesday evening between 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. a worship service is offered
for the deaf to nourish their Spiritual needs. Following the worship service, the informal social gathering activities begin. The period is
planned to meet their common needs socially and emotionally. A number of the older students are also participating in the Deaf Center
activities on Tuesday evenings.

In December, 1983, a new missionary couple, Patrick and Edna Hu came to Macau from America, so the area of counseling and guidance
programmes have been greatly strengthened. Pat is a professionally trained social worker and experienced counselor in the field of
counseling and guidance. Edna is a Registered Nurse who has worked with children and youth as well as adults in America before coming
to Macau. Their presence in Macau not only helps St. Paul’s to train the deaf children and adults, but also to help the public to have
better understanding of deaf people, their needs, their handicaps, and most of all the educating of the public to recognize the potential
ability of the deaf. The deaf can be educated to make contributions to the community and live a life much like others in the mainstream
of the society.

Home Visitations — To educate a child is not only the teachers’ responsibility, the child’s parents must share the responsibility as well.
But, in reality, most parents are overlooked on the most important duties in their child’s growth and development. For the purpose of
helping the parents to realize their responsibilities in their child’s development, Pat Hu plans to have a home visitation program developed
in the forth coming months.

Parents and Teachers Conferences — In addition to the home visitation program plan, a monthly or a bi-monthly parents and teachers
conference is also considered in assisting the parents to become more familiar with the programmes in the school, and how they can
become helpful to their children’s total development.

Evangelism Ourreach Program for Parents — From the Easter Holiday week this year, a weekly worship service for the hearing people will
be initiated at St. Paul’s Church to reach the unchurched people in this area. All the parents of the students of our school are invited
to participate in the weekly Sunday evening worship service. We plan to have the students to bring the information to their parents about
the Evangelism ourreach program. Following a personal invitation will be given during the time of the home visitation to the parents.
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THE PRINCIPAL'S REPORT (MLSD)
PREAMBLE Mr. Ng Kwok Wah

Principal

“Command those who are rich in the things of this life not to be
proud, but to place their hope, not in such an uncertain thing as riches,
but in God, who generously gives us everything for our enjoyment.
Command them to do good, to be rich-in good works, to be generous
and ready to share with others.” (1 Timothy 6:17 — 18)

The school began in 1968 with only eight students. Under God’s
blessings, it has expanded rapidly and by now, we have 27 classes
and 254 students in all. Such development evidently attests to the
love and concern for us by the Lord and is achieved “by the power
of God’s grace and not by human wison.” (2 Corinthians 1:12).

The school has designated 1984 as “The Year of Deaf Lutheran
Students™ based on the teaching of Christ: “Let small come to me,
and so not stop them.” (Mark 10:14). We hope that “. . ... love will
keep on growing more and more, together with true knowledge and
perfect judgement, so that . . . . your lives will be filled with the truly
good qualities which Jesus alone can produce, for the glory and praise
of God.” (Philippians 1:11)

That the Government has permitjed us to operate Middle V
and to add Computer Studies to the cirriculum and approved our
Reprovisioning Project shows the Lord’s as well as the community’s
concern for deal students. Bearing in mind that “to give is better
than to receive”, we hope that “In our work together with God, then
we beg you who have received God’s grace not to let it be wasted......
Instead, in everything we do we show that we are God’s servants by
patiently enduring troubles, hardships and difficulties.” (2 Corinthians
6:1, 4). Much thoughts have been given to how we can shepherd the
growth of our students, how to spread His words, to foster
professionalism and to improve the library service, speech training and
other learning programmes.

This year, the teacher-class ratio in special schools has been
improved. Evaluation has been made on the better ultilization of
manpower and resources so as to perform better in our duty to God
and to bear better witness. We aim “to preach the message, to insist
upon proclaiming it, whether the time is right or not.” (2 Timothy
4:2)

The enthusiastic participation from the parents, the zealous
support from the community and the cooperation of those concerned
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are vital to the success of deaf education. May praise and glory be to
God in the highest for we can do nothing without Him. May the grace
and peace of God be with us forever, Amen!
T"he Management Committee

As of October 1, 1983, members of this committee are Dr. Louis
Jasper, the Supervisor, Rev. Hiu Ming-kin, secretary, Mr. Tsui Sung-yiu,
Mr. Tse Chee-keung, Mr. Wu Wai-kin, Mr. Tung Sau-lin and Mr. Chan
Tin-kei. Rev. Hui has been acting supervisor for Rev. Jasper who has
been on sick leave since February 25, 1984, I take this opportunity to
thank the committee members for their contribution to this school
throughout the year.
Staff Movements

Miss Ngo Kit-wan has been appointed Academic Dean for Primary
(AM) and Preparatory classes as of October 1, 1983.
Improvement to Staff Establishment

Teacher-class ratio for special schools has been raised to 1.5 from
1.33 (Primary) and 1.4 (Secondary). Provision of remedial teachers
for secondary classes has been scraped, but the provision for speech
teaching has been expanded to one TAST for every three classes. Asa
result, the administration of the school has been reorganised accordingly.
Management-Principal-Staff Consultative Committee

Rev. Jasper and Mr. Chan Tin-ki represent the Management
Committee at this committee. Its officers include: Rev. Jasper, the
chairman; Principal Ng Kwok-wah, vice-chairman; and Miss Sun
Sau-ying, secretary. Members met twice during the year, on December
3, 1983 and May 19, 1984. At its last meeting Mr. Lau Chung-kee
was elected secretary for the following year, and Vice-principal Chan
Kwok-kuen teacher representative at the consultative group discussion
organised by the Education Department. Views aired at the meetings
of this committee have contributed to the development of the school.
Hong Kong Special Schools Council

As a member of this council, the school has been represented
by Principal Ng Kwok-wah who attends its meetings. The emphasis
for the year has been on the revision of the Code of Aid for Special
Schools, which has come into operation since April this year.
Hong Kong Society for the Deaf

Rev. Jasper and Principal Ng are vice-chairman and executive
member of this society respectively. The society is making preparations
for a meeting about services to the deaf in Asia to be held in Hong Kong
in 1986.
Council of Social Services

Dr. Jasper represents the school at its meeting, as well as sits on
the co-ordinating services for the deaf group with Principal Ng.
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Kowloon Congregation for the Deaf

Principal Ng and Assistant-principal Chan, as its Vice-chairman
and secretary respectively, cooperate to advance the Church policy of
the unification of the Church and its schools. Thanks are due to
members of the staff for their cooperation, and particularly to President
Titus Lee and Mr. James Chu for their encouragement, to realise
the aim of glorifying God and benefitting man.
The Reprovisioning Project

Approval has been obtained from the Education Department for
this project. We are now in the process of engaging an architect to
draw up building plans. Support for this project from the community
is gratefully acknowledged.
Provisions for Further Education and Employment

This year saw the operation of Middle 5 for the first time to
better prepare students for life. An Apple Ile microcomputer was
donated by Levi Strauss & Co. to enable the school to offer Computer
Science to M3U through M5. In addition, Cable and Wireless HK (T.td.)
have donated two telex machines to the school. As a result, opportunities
for further education and employment for our students have been
widened.
The Graduation Ceremony

This has been scheduled for July 14, 1984. Rev. Titus Lee,
President of LC-HKS, has consented to preach, and Mr. C.K. Lam,
Principal Inspector of the Special Education Section to officjate at the
ceremony. Thanks are due to McDonald’s Restaurants (H.K.) Ltd. for
agreeing to donate soft drinks at the function.
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Staff Meeting
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RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

Jesus says, “Feed my sheep.” In school, the students are our
sheep to be fed. Not only do we enhance their development: moral,
intellectual, physical, social and aesthetic, but most importantly foster
their Christian growth about which the school is much concerned.
In light of this, we have brought about the following activities:

1. Regular activities:

a.  Sunday worship for both staff and students at Kowloon
Congregation for the Deaf.

b.  Sunday School: A service offered jointly by the Kowloon
Congregation for the Deaf and this school. Students are
encouraged to attend classes taught by members of the
teaching staff.

c.  Chapel: For all sections, chapel is conducted by Mr. Lo
once each week.,

d.  Under the guidance of teachers who are themselves members
of the Church, teacher fellowship meetings are conducted
on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons for the Primary
and Secondary teachers respectively.

e.  School Choir: Made up of Primary and Secondary students,
the Choir sings hymns at Sunday worship service twice a
month and at other school functions.

f.  Student Fellowship: Under the guidance of teachers and
assisted by its executive members, the Student Fellowship
for Secondary students promotes student participation in
Christian living, in activities such as community service
and church activities.

g.  Alumni Fellowship: This was established in December 1981,
for the express purposes of maintaining contact between
the school and its graduates, and of assisting the school
in its missionary work.

h.  Overseas communications: Primary students have written
regularly to certain deaf Sunday school students in Australia,
to communicate to each other Christian love and living.

2. Activities held from time to time
a.  Classroom Decoration Competition: All classes design and
execute the decoration of their respective classrooms on a
competitive basis every Christmas.
b.  Christmas Worship and Celebration: The annual Christmas
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g.

worship service and celebration, jointly organized by
Sister Schools and this school, brought joy to staff and
students alike.

Christmas Card Design Competition: This competition was
for all classes to pictorially express their joy at the
commemoration of the birth of their Saviour.

Easter Egg Design Competition: This competition was
held to commemorate Christ rising from the dead as well to
relive the joy at this miracle.

Religious Banner Design Competition: Religious themes
such as the grace and love of God as well as the salvation of
mankind are depicted on cloth.

Bible Quiz: This activity is usually held in July to deepen
their knowledge and strengthen their faith in the Christian
way of life.

Seminar on Christian Education: This was held for all
staff to deepen their knowledge in Christian Education.

There have been three baptisms and five confirmations this year.
It is our hope that more students can be brought to share God’s faith

and love.

[ RSB B A iy i 1 G

Seminar on “Christian Education”
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REPORT OF THE ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT

Student Body and Curriculum

This year saw the operation of Middle V for the first time. There
were a total of 254 students, distributed into 4 Pre-primary, 14 Primary,
and 9 secondary classes, making a total of 27 classes. Primary students
are housed at Cherry Street while the Secondary ones at Yau Yat
Chuen.

Middle V in the secondary section is a day programme. Classes
are held five days per week with extra-curricular activities at after-
school hours. Preparatory to Middle IV are bi-sessional, with extra-
curricular activities held on alternate Saturdays, before or after school.

The curriculum, aimed at giving students a basic general education
is more or less like that in ordinary schools, with the only exception
that we emphasize language training in particular, to raise the language
abilities of our students to a level, where they can communicate verbally
with other people.

Professional growth

As methodological practice in special education is in an ever-
evoloving state, with new methods pushing out the old, it behoves
us to teach and learn at the same time. To continually improve teaching
efficiency, the school has encouraged teachers to enroll in appropriate
courses. One member of staff sent overseas and three others on
Advanced Teachers Diploma courses held locally have resumed duties.
Staff members receiving local training include: 3 pursuing B.A. courses
(part-time) at the Chinese University; 6 on the In-service
Special Education Course; 1 on In-service Teachers’ Course; and 1
reading for the Certificate in Psychology at the University of Hong
Kong.

Inside the school, lectures and seminars have been held regularly,
to foster professionalism and facilitate the interflow of experience,
as well as to co-ordinate efforts and to increase teaching effectiveness.
Activities held in this respect include:

1. Lectures given by Dr. Louis Jasper to administrators and the
teaching staff.

2. Regular case conferences to discuss problems faced by special
students and to suggest possible solutions.

3. Meeting were regularly held to discuss academic matters, teaching
programmes and multi-handicapped teaching,

4. Classes in Cued Speech and workshops on teaching methodology.
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5. The training of new teachers through classroom teaching
observation, viewing of video tapes on teaching methodology,
as well as discussion in which guidance is given.

6.  Each and every teaching staff member saw his supervisor (usually
an administrator) regularly to discuss teaching programmes and
difficulties.

Other Duties of Academic Department

1.  Competitions and quizzes on various subjects and outdoor learning
trips and visits have been organized.

2. Arrange counselling sessions and speech training classes at before/
after-school hours. Supplementary teaching aids have been made
and mathematics diagnostic assessment was performed.

3.  Inspection was made of assignments and examination papers for
all classes. _

4.  Suggestions have been made on teaching methodology and
instructions on plans of “learning through activities” have been
issued.

5. Implementation of Classroom Library Scheme and sending
representatives to attend seminar on Classroom Library Scheme.

6.  Arrangements for regular contact with parents and syllabus

building in regard to Chinese and Mathematics for Pre-primary

Section.

Purchase of additional teaching aids.

Video recordings on classroom teaching have been made.

Preparation of students for the Typewriting and Art/Design

examinations in the Hong Kong Certificate of Education

Examination. Our school was one of the venues for Typewriting

Examination.

10. Preparation of book lists for all classes and of the promotions and
retentions list.

11. Proposed subject allocation and time-tables for all classes.

12. Made recommendations on other examination subjects to be
taken by Middle V students.

13, Made recommendations for using computers in teaching, and the
purchase of books and software.

14. Gave guidance to students applying for further education overseas
and helped students complete application forms as well as plan_
courses of study.

10 00
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MULTI-HANDICAPPED EDUCATION

Class organization

Named after the disciples of Jesus, the six classes are Matthew
and Mark (secondary), and John, Luke, Mark, Matthew (primary).
There have been a lot of problems placing special students in these
classes due to the great variations in age, learning ability and behaviours,

Curriculum

In the Primary special classes, emphasis has been placed on
language learning, general knowledge, mathematics and other activities
while English as a subject has been deleted from the curriculum, which
has components in self-care, affective development and social adaptation
when these are needed. Subjects taught in the Secondary special classes
are the same as in ordinary classes, with the exception that materials
are geared to student abilities. In principle, staff have been encouraged
to conduct topic-centred teaching through the activity approach, to
enhance student interest in learning through play. However, due to
staff shortage and the dearth in materials, there has been considerable
difficulty in curriculum planning. The school is continually searching for
appropriate materials for teachers’ reference, and hopes to raise teaching
effectiveness through scheduled meetings with staff in which experiences
are shared and curriculum planning discussed.

Mode of Communication
Oral language assisted by sign language.

Student and Parent Quidance

Teachers and social workers convene at case conferences to
discuss problem students, to find ways and means to alleviate
behavioural, emotional and learning problems faced by these students.

As well, three meetings have been organised for parents of these

students, to establish rapport between the school and the home, to
identify student needs as well as to more realistically plan effective
programmes for these students.
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REPORT OF THE COUNSELLING DEPARTMENT

To help students to attain Christian personalities, the teachers
and social workers of the school provide counselling for them in a
variety of situations and at different levels.

A. Student counselling. This is given in the following formats:
seminars, group and individual counselling sessions.

1.  Moral training. Teachers and administrators expound on
moral themes in weekly assemblies and citizenship training
sessions. Together with the selection of prefects for extra
duties, these serve the purposes of fostering concepts of
responsibility, serving God and others, respecting
regulations, keeping clean, loving their school and society
and building satisfactory interpersonal relationships.

2.  Family life education programme. This is conducted in
both primary and secondary sections, aiming to provide
the students with a better understanding of personal,
physiological and psychological development, building
friendships and helping them communicate with their
parents as well as friends and acquaintances.

3.  Individual counselling. This department and class teachers
cooperate to help students who have a wide spectrum of
study, emotional, interpersonal and behavioural problems
through individual counselling, case referral, home visit
and parent contact.

4.  Case referral service. When necessary cases are referred to
the appropriate authorities or organizations for action with
regard to application for disability allowance, compassionate
rehousing, public assistance, scholarships and grants, further
education, employment opportunities, intelligence
assessment, medical advice etc.

B. Integrated Activities. A number of activities have been jointly
organized by the social services groups of several schools and our
school with the aims of facilitating communication and under-
standing between the hearing and the deaf as well as widening
the social circle of our students.

1.  Sister school scheme. Sharon Primary School and The
Kowloon Concordia Secondary School are the sister schools
for our primary and secondary respectively. Joint activities
are held regularly.
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School work assistance. Last summer voluntary workers
from The Kowloon Concordia Secondary School gave
help to our students with learning difficulties. This year
assistance has been offered to our primary and secondary
students regularly every afternoon and on alternate
Saturdays by volunteers from Diocese Girls’ School, Chan
Sui Ki (La Salle) College, St. Mary’s Canossian College,
St. Francis of Assist College and Chan Shu Kui Memorial
School.

Other counselling servicess. In order to provide more
language learning opportunities in the early stages of
development of our students, two volunteers from the
Agency for Volunteer Services and two parents from
the preparatory class arranged activities before school
gave speech training tutorials. Games activities were also
organized for the preparatory students in the afternoons
of every Monday, Wednesday and Friday by cadet members
of the Red Cross. Other activities such as Christmas
celebration, language class and first aid class have also
been organized for our secondary students by Volunteers
from Our Lady of Rosary College, YWCA Hide Tjo Yoeng
College, School Chan Sui Ki (La Salle) College, Christian
College and Chan Shu Kui Memorial School.

Other activities. Interest classes and day-camp activities
were organized for our primary students by volunteers
from Wan-chai Youth Social Services Group during the
summer of 1983. Services for the aged have been offered
by students of other secondary schools and our own
students. During Easter, volunteers helped preparatory
students learn about personal and public hygiene through
recreational activities. Integrated camp activities were also
organized with the assistance from Red Cross member of
YWCA Hide Tjo Yoeng College, Christ College and St.
Mary’s Canossian College.

Parent Guidance. The following services have been offered with
the aim of helping parents correctly guide their children in the
various stages of growth and development, particularly with
regard to psychological development.

Guidance Sessions for parents of preparatory and multi-
handicapped students on Saturdays.
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2.  Four parent guidance sessions for parents of primary and
secondary students have been held.

3.  An introductory session for parents of new students at the
beginning of school year was organised.

Further education and employment. In this regard a meeting for
parents of overaged students, individual interviews for parents,
visits to organizations such as Cable and Wireless, Hang Seng Bank
Limited. Vacation training sessions talks on further education
and employment opportunities as well as advice on application
for scholarships for further education overseas have been
arranged.

The education/employment situation for graduates and school
leavers for the year 1982-1983 is as follows:

Attending Middle V in the Secondary Section 11 students
Transfer to partially hearing clases 2 students
Working in factories 2 students
Working in other professions 1 student

Community Service. We have made arrangements for students to

participate in the following activities/campaigns:

1.  Donation to the Hong Kong Anti-tuberculosis Association.

2. Donation to the School Health Service of the Lutheran
Church — Hong Kong Synod.

3.  Services for the aged.

4. Flag Day of the Physically Handicapped Association.

5.  Flag Day of the Martha Boss Community Centre.

Student Welfare. With the assistance from the Christian Education

Committee of the church, the Education Department, the Social

Welfare Department and the Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club,

we have provided our students with the following:

1.  Free education for all students for 12 years, preparatory
through junior secondary.

2.  Textbook/exercise book allowance. Beginning 1982-1983
needy primary and secondary students have been
recommended by the school for application of this
allowance, a miximum of $325 per year for secondary,
and $135 for primary students. :

3.  Disability allowance. A monthly allowance of $510 per
head have been paid to profoundly deaf students starting
February 1984,

4.  Student assistance scheme for those in financial difficulty.
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() BB B A for students living in Kowloon and Tsuen Wan with the
(] o3 Ak 2 W B A A B/ o R R T B A B — Yk o City Bus Company. School bus service was also provided
" " . for students living in Tuen Mun area. Plans have been made
(%) Bz Hit for this service to be extended to those living in north-
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SR RINE » AR R FAL B S g B A » 2t 7.  Hearing aid service. This includes making application for

new hearing aids on behalf of students who have worn-out
or antiquated devices, and a free maintenance and lending
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i, medical side, the Student Health Service has entered all
(M) B K R ) B students free of charge for the Government Student Health
B IR SR ATl KB 41 > B MBI AT SR » IR B0 Maintenance Scheme, as well as P.1 — P.3 students for the
B THEEES & Ml B 0K 5 A& i 2 0 B 1) 2 i 7 52 Dental Hygiene Scheme. Besides instituting a student

health screening programme at school and lecturing to

BUERELRT B » WIREGE B — kBB TR MR A - TR students on personal hygiene, the Student Health Service
EIE o BYIBE LR GG E TR RS TS - RS has assisted at anti-measle injections, anti-polio oral
SHEB) ~ FABH /N 5O 11 BRI B B E 08 5 LI 2 1 B~ ANER 4 medication, as well as at combined diphtheriatetanus

injections given by government nurses.
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BB Road Safety Talk 2P AW AL Visit to Cable and Wireless (H.K.) Limited
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR 1983 — 84

A.

Extra-curricular activities at Secondary Section.

The activities, held regularly every fortnight for about an hour in
duration included: Quiz, Percussion Band, Photography, Knitting,
Badminton, Table Tennis, Ribbon Flowers, Typewriting, Drama,
Boy Scouts and Girl Guides as well as Sunday School.
Extra-curricular activities at Primary Section.

The interest groups which met on alternate Saturdays included:
Ribbon Flower, Calligraphy, Moppet Making, Gardening, Carving,
Orgami, Folk Dance, Knitting, Brownies and Cubs.

Other activities held from time to time during this year included:
Training courses and camps, Swimming Lessons, Sports
Competitions, Talent Quest, Picnics, Games Day and Social
Services for the Blind etc.

The Summer Programme will include: Ball Game Competitions
etc.

(For details please refer to the Chinese text).
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Out-ward Bound School Training Activities
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LOOKING INTO THE FUTURE

1. In respect of evangelism, we will continue to co-ordinate the
directives of the Church, in regard to the unification of the
Church and its schools so that the deaf can share God’s word
as well as His grace.

2. Greater opportunity to receive education. To cater to the need
of students:and their parents for the opportunity to receive
education, we have planned to operate 28 classes in the coming
year, from Pre-primary through Middle V. Besides, the only
school bus we operate is insufficient to meet the demand of our
students living mostly in Kowloon and the New Territories.
For the benefit of those who live far away and to coordinate
the integration policy of the Government, additional bus service
is planned in the coming academic year.

3.  Reprovisioning Project. With the approval for our reprovisioning
project from the Education Department in May 1984, we hope
that the completion of our unified school premises in Kwai
Chung will help us achieve the aims of implementing full-day
education and of improving the standard of education and
providing further education and employment opportunities.

4.  Strengthening individualized education programs. We hope to
participate in the Pilot Scheme for Computer Studies, to further
develop the Computer Studies curriculum and its resources, and
to implement individualized education programs.

5. Fostering professionalism. Through the teacher training
programme, and evaluations of speech training methodology,
of individualized education service and of syllabus revision, we -
hope to foster professional growth.

6. The need for teacher librarians. According to the White Paper
on Primary and Pre-primary education in 1981, a class library
scheme in primary schools is projected with effect from
September this year. We would also like to urge the Education
Department to establish teacher librarian posts in schools for
the deaf, where teacher librarians are urgently needed.

7.  Reorganizing administrative structure and improving our standard
of education. Through the reorganization of the administrative
structure and the strengthening of division of labour, we hope
to improve the quality of our service and parent gudiance.
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(B fUEE)  Integration Activities

Conclusion

The enthusiastic participation from the parents, the zealous
support from the community as well as the cooperation of all concerned
are vital to success in deaf education. May praise and glory be to
God in the highest for we can do nothing without Him. May the grace
and peace of God be with us forever, Amen.

Assistance from the Education Department

Guidance and support from the Education Department, in respect
of the reprovisioning project, teacher training, permission to operate
Middle V and to start the Computer Studies programme and classroom
library scheme, purchase of audio-visual equipment and typewriters,
as well as the renovation of school premises, are gratefully acknow-
ledged. Furthermore, on behalf of the school and the parents, I have to
thank this department for the following: establishment of additional
staff, supply of behind-the-ar aids to students, participation of our
students in the oral hygiene and vision screening programmes, and the
issue of stationery grants to students.

Assistance from the Social Welfare Department

Thanks are due to this department for alloting ninety-five
thousand dollars for the purchase of group hearing aids to assist
students in language learning.

Assistance from Qthers

Lastly, thanks must also go to individuals who have visited us and
given us encouragement and support, both spiritually and financially,
in the Sister Schools Scheme, the donation of computer equipment and
telex machines, as well as of scholarships.
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Main School: 18, Cherry Street, 4/F., Mongkok, Kowloon.
Tel: 3-940133-4
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Branch School: 68, Begonia Road, Yau Yat Chuen, Kowloon.
Tel: 3-803976 '

MONGKOK LUTHERAN SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF — A
BRIEF HISTORY

The school is under the supervision of the Christian Education
Committee, Lutheran Church, Hong Kong Synod. It is subsidized by
the Government, and schoolchildren can receive free Christian educa-
tion under God’s blessing. It began in 1968 with only one teacher and
eight children in one small rented room in Saviour School. The follow-
ing year, our programme was expanded to two classes with two full-
time teachers and two part-time teachers operating on sessional basis.
In September 1970 we borrowed four rooms from Ming Kei College
to have three more classes. Three months later our present facilities
at Cherry Street became available for occupancy. In September 1974
we added five more classes using the facilities at Concordia Theological
Seminary. In September 1975 we started the Secondary Programme
for our students. In 1982 one M4 class was opened and this year we
added one M5 class by providing practical subjects such as Typing,
Design/Technology and Computer Science.



