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BREAKING CEREMONY pf MONGKOK LUTHERAN SCHOOL FOR
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KEY-NOTE ADDRESS FOR THE GRADUATION
CEREMONY OF THE MONGKOK LUTHERAN SCHOOL
FOR THE DEAF

on the 4th of July, 1987

Mr. Y. T. Li, J.P. Director of Education

Dr. Jasper (Supervisor), Principal Ng, Ladies and Gentlemen;
it is indeed a great honour to have been invited to this graduation
ceremony today.

The Mongkok Lutheran School for the Deaf has been offering
educational services to deaf students since its inception in 1968. It
has developed from a clsss of eight pupils to one of Hong Kong’s
biggest special schools with 27 classes and an enrollment capacity
of 270 students. Its success should certainly merit the attention of
the community.

I am delighted with what your school has done for the education
of deaf children and with what you have achieved. Apart from the
training you give your students in the academic subjects, you also
nurture their character. The integrated activities and the Sister Schools
Scheme you have promoted serve to widen their social circles. And
when they are older, you encourage them to be more enthusiastic
towards the public cause through participating in community service
and helping other people. You promote meaningful activities such
as serving the elderly, participation in community activities, the Boy
Scouts’ tree-planting event, flag days and various fund-raising activities.

Teaching deaf children is a challenging task. Apart from
possessing love and patience, a teacher must better himself continually
so that he may enhance his professionalism and imbibe the most
advanced techniques in special education in order to increase his
teaching effectiveness. Over the years, the school has provided ample
opportunities for teacher training, e.g., recommending teachers to
participate in various courses, seminars and conferences, and in
conducting workshops within the school. Those efforts are most praise
worthy.
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Sister Schools Project Supported By the Kowloon Tong Lion’s Club

In line with the policy of expanding education for deaf children,
and to help achieve the goal of having a unified school campus; the
Government has allotted a tract of land and the funds to erect a
modern building for your school. I understand that the ground breaking
ceremony for that building was held on 29/5/87. When the new school
building is finished, it will have 26 standard classrooms, as well as
special rooms for speech therapy, teaching resources, and practical
subjects. In addition, special educational equipment will be installed,
making the new school a better place for students to learn in.

The Education Department is expanding its educational services
for the deaf. Newly appointed audiologists provide peripatetic service
at regular intervals in schools for the deaf advising students, teachers,
and parents in the use of hearing aids. These audiologicals can also
assess and diagnose the hearing problems of students. Also, the
Education Department will appoint staff to improve the earmould
making service; and it is hoped that further progress in this regard
will be made through the combined efforts of the schools and the
Government.

Finally, T sincerely hope that the graduates of your school will
make use of what they have learned in school; that they will succeed
in whatever they do, whether it be further education or employment;
and that they will continue to develop their potential and become
productive members of the community. May I wish you all happiness.
Thank you.
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The Souvenir To Mr. Tung Sau Lin On His Retirement From The Board
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OUR SCHOOL AS A CARING COMMUNITY

Dr. Louis R. Jasper, Supervisor

The Lutheran Education Association recently published a booklet
with the title “The School As a Caring Community” which begins
with idea that everyone should recognize without being told that the
school and classroom are a miniature form of the real world — a broken
world, The world has no shortage of people who are hurting and
suffering from starvation, illness, war, crime, and . .. ... the list could
go on to fill the page. While we may not have starvation and war in
our classrooms, we do have both children and adults who are feeling
hurt, who are suffering, and who need loving care. This would be true
of any school, but the hurting, suffering, and need in a school for
children with special problems is even more evident.

To be sure, our school is a place of learning and much more;
but in its most basic form, our school is a caring community. We
are a community because we are living and working together for several
hours a day nearly 200 days a year. We are a community because we
share a common interest which brings us together, but simply being
members of a community is not enough. We seek to strengthen our
sense of belonging in our special community through the study of
God’s Word which tells us that we are all created and loved by God
with such a great love that He-spared nothing, not even His own Somn,
to make us members of His family (community), the Communion of
Saints, This is what leads us to become a CARING COMMUNITY.

As members of our school’s caring community, we learn to love
because God first loved us. Adults (parents, teachers, social workers,
other members of the staff, and managers) are members of our school
community because they care about deaf children and young people.
Although the students are members of our school community because
they have special needs which cannot be met in other schools, all
members of the community have needs. Apart from our one universal
need for salvation from the consequences of our failure to love God
and others as well as our basic physical requirements, our needs might
vary greatly from person to person.
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Parents need someone to listen to their many questions about
this handicap which has afflicted their child. They need answers to
questions which may be impossible to answer. They need help and
support in dealing with problems and difficulties which they never
dreamed they would face. They need comfort for the pain and fear
that overcomes them when their child is diagnosed deaf and as they
watch his/her struggle to communicate, to learn, to take his/her
place in life.

Students have their needs. They need someone to teach them

how to communicate, that words have meaning, that concepts can
be shared.

They need acceptance and understanding. They need to be
challenged and motivated to rise above their disability and function
in spite of it. They need to be given the opportunity to prove that
they can do anything other people can do except hear everything
clearly. They need comfort and strength in facing the uninformed
people who pay more attention to their disability than what they
can do.

Those who teach and provide the other services in the school
community need the ability to see and to praise the slightest sign
of progress.They need the ability to see potential as well as the wisdom
and patience to nurture it. They need training and professional growth.
They need encouragement and a full measure of creativity. They need
cooperation and support.

All members of our school community need each other and
all need to be caring members of the community, We all need to be
givers as well as receivers. We all need to respond to God’s love in our
relationship with each other as a reflection of our relationship with
God. We need to care for each other. We need to care about each other.
As a school we are a caring community.

A Ee A
__—~_ Guests On the Sports Day
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THE LABOUR OF LOVE

Rev. M. K. Hui
School Chaplain

Invariably, comments about teachers in schools for deaf children
go something like, “How comfortable it is for them to face only eight
to ten pupils in a class and to correct so few exercise books! There
is no need for them to exert themselves, and they are not held
responsible for the students’ progress and attainment! They have
two extra salary points and have greater chances for promotion! How
How I wish I had it easy like they do!”

Hearing something like the above, any teacher of the deaf would
angrily propose counter-arguments, I am sure. Instead of the absence
of speech, teaching deaf children requires the exact opposite — a lot
of correct speech; attention to mouth shapes, gestures, assistance
from Cued Speech, and Sign Language. Teachers have to make their
own teaching programmes and construct audio-visual aids. They also
need to manage children with emotional problems as well as children
with learning disabilities and other problems. When teachers are almost
exhausted and at their wit’s end, they still have to bear other burdens;
the interminable Open Days, functions, school publications, teaching
observations, receiving visitors, learning to use space-age teaching
aids, handling documents, attending meetings, etc. What an honourable
and dedicated group, these teachers of deaf children are!

I suppose most of us like beautiful things, people, and environ-
ments., However, not all deaf children are beautiful: some of them have
learning or emotional problems for which they need help; others
are mildly mentally retarded or spastic and look very different from
ordinary people. The daily tasks teachers of deaf children have to tackle
are varied and tedious; and the children they face are handicapped.
It is no wonder that the rate of staff turnover has been high over
the years, mainly because the duties are so demanding that some
teachers have come to loathe them.

New teachers tend to hold high aspirations for their vocation
and they toil and toil without being concerned about seeing the results
of their labour. However, when they work and work and the predicated
results do not materialize, they become depressed and unmotivated,
and eventually become lethargic.
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Visit to Kowloon Deaf Congregation by Educators of the Deaf

In that case, what can a school do to motivate its staff to work
and how can teachers keep up their interest in their work and their
aspirations for their students?

The motivating force does not come from the extra salary points
or the demands of the Staff Manual, but from love. Love is patient
and kind (1 Corinthians 13:4).

If we work with deaf children as if we are serving the Lord and
offering ourselves to Him, our approach will be mellowed by empathy
and compassion. We will be humble, honest, and patient in giving our
best to the tasks before us. How can we keep up this spirit without
love? The work that we do in putting God’s love into practice may
be termed “‘a labour of love”.

Jesus helped whoever needed His help, relieved the distressed
and comforted those in danger. He even sacrificed Himself for the
salvation of all men. He has presented a model of good behaviour
for us to imitate. We thank Him for many things: our health, a life
without want, a happy family, and various gifts. In thanksgiving
let us act as He did: shepherd His flock, help those who need our
hélp, give people love which is as self-sacrificing as His. Then shall
this world become better and we will receive his rewards, just as it
is said, ““And whoever gives to one of these little ones even a cup of
cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he shall not lose

his reward.” (Matthew 10:24)

T R R R LA R AR AT B BB TR
Fellowship and Church Members
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A YEAR OF GRACE

Mr. Ng Kwok Wah
Principal

We certainly ought to praise the Lord with the words of the
psalmist, “Praise the Lord! O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
for his steadfast love endures for ever!” (Psalms 106:1)

This year has been a year of grace. With the encouragement,
guidance, assistance, and prayers of co-workers within the Lutheran
Church, brothers and sisters in Christ both local and overseas, the
Social Welfare Department, the Education Department, and members
of the community, the school has improved its educational programmes
and acquired additional audiological equipment and teaching aids
such as overhead projectors, a video-camera, computer hardware,
an electronic mail system and Howdy Mail units (an attachment to
the telephone which transmits hand written messages).

The school has also improved the quality of its programmes
directed toward increasing the prospects for further education and
better employment for the students. Toward this end, the school has
implemented the Activity Teaching and Parent Participation Schemes,
emphasizing the oral approach to teaching and encouraging the students
to sit for more subjects in the HKCEE,

THE DEAF BULLETIN and a student newspaper called THE
VOICE OF THE MONGKOK LUTHERAN SCHOOL are two new
publications which were introduced this year. One more blessing
was the ground-breaking ceremony for the new school premises on
the 29th of May. The completion of the new building in Kwai Chung
which is expected in the Fall of 1988 will being a new page in the
history of the school. Also nearing completion is a new STAFF
MANUAL as a statement of school policies and a set of guidelines
for teachers. The manual serves to provide for the staff and
administrators a framework for working together in a spirit of Christian
love which will enable them to help each other to experience the
Lord’s blessing in their service to the deaf students.
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A Scene of the Ground Breaking Ceremony

Acquiring more equipment and implementing new schemes
surely strengthens the quality of the school’s programmes, but being
in Christ and in His grace is of more importance. The Bible says, “. . ..
as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to
me.” (Matthew 25:40) It also says, “Whoever receives one such child
in my name receives me.” (Matthew 18:5) God cares for all people
including those who are handicapped by deafness. In expanding the
programme for the deaf children in the school, careful consideration
must be given to meeting their spiritual needs.

Looking back over the past year during which we were protected
from harm and given grace, we cannot help but praise Him with thanks-
giving. Be praised, O Lord, for You are kind. May your loving kindness
last forever. Let us ask Him to continue to bless us, so that every
colleague and brother, being endowed with grace for his work in the
days to come, may lead more deaf people to the love of God, and
to receive Jesus as their Saviour. Abounding in the work of God,
you labour not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58).

Let all things exist in Him, rely on Him, belong to Him. May
all glory be to Him, forever and ever. Amen.

Board of Managers

Mr. Tung Sau Lin, a faithful servant of God who served our
school for many years as a member of the Board of Managers, was
taken by our loving God into eternal peace on the 28th of February,
1987. During this school year, Rev. Hung Kwong Liang was elected as
a new member of the Board. The continued support, encouragement
and participation of the Managers have led to improvement in the
administration of the school and the gradual progress of the Re-
provisioning Project.

Ground Breaking Ceremony

The Ground Breaking Ceremony of our new premises was held
on 29th May, 1987.

-
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Management-Principal-Staff Consultative Committee

This year Rev. Hui Ming Kin and Rev. Hung Kwong Liang
represented the Board of Managers on this committee. Its officers
include Rev. Hui Ming Kin, Chairman; Principal Ng Kwok Wah, Vice-
chairman, and Miss Lam Pui Fan, Secretary. Members met twice during
the year, on December 6, 1986 and May 9, 1987. At its last meeting
Mr. Lau Chiu Kay was elected secretary for the following year, and
Mr. Ng Hok Ling as the teacher representative on the Consultative
Committee organized by the Education Department. Thanks to all
the staff who have participated in compiling the STAFF MANUAL
and also in giving valuable suggestions for its subsequent revision.
We hope that our colleagues will be of one heart and mind in carrying
through the belief that we should work for the welfare of deaf children
as one body.

The First Asian-Pacific Regional Conference On Deafness

The Hong Kong Society for the Deaf sponsored the First Asian-
Pacific Conference on Deafness which was held in Hong Kong on
December 6 — 12, 1987. Fifty-five staff members participated in
the Conference with the help of financial support from the Hong
Kong Society for the Deaf, the Hong Kong Council of Social Service,
the Sir Robert Black Fund and the Mill Neck Foundation (which
set up the original scholarship fund of the school).

Information Service

For the benefit of deaf children, seven Howdy Mail instruments
were donated by the Hong Kong Telephone Company through the
Hong Kong Council of Social Services. These instruments will enable
our students to communicate with others in writing by connecting
an instrument to a regular telephone. This should enhance their interest
and motivation in acquiring greater knowledge in advanced technology,
to prepare them for their further studies and employment. These
machines may also improve the administration of the school. In
addition, with a donation from the International Lion Club — Hong
Kong and Macau Division Zone 2, the school has purchased rehabilita-
tion equipment such as an electronic mail system and equipment
for repairing audiological devices.
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Hong Kong Council of Social Service

Dr. Jasper (Supervisor) represented the school at many of the
meetings of the Hong Kong Council of Social Service and sat on the
Coordinating Committee of Services for the Deaf along with Principal
Ng.

Hong Kong Society For the Deaf

Dr. Jasper (Vice-Chairman) together with Principal Ng and
Mr. Lai Boon Lap (council members) attended regular meetings of
the Hong Kong Society for the Deaf. This organization has helped
the school with the making of earmoulds for individual students and
in granting the use of its bus for transportation during the summer
holidays and during the school year when one of the school’s own
buses was out of service for repairs.

Public Education

1.  Principal Ng was interviewed on the TVB programme *““Good
Morning Hong Kong™ on December 3, 1986.

2. An Open Day was held on December 10, 1986 as one of the

: programmes of the First Asian-Pacific Conference on Deafness.
A percussion band performance by our students entertained
the people at the Farewell Banquet of the Conference on
December 11, 1987,

3. A television programme about our school was made by the
Asia Television Ltd. on January 17, 1987.

4,  Parents of deaf children from the Hong Kong Society for the
Deaf visited our school.

5.  Principal Ng was invited to speak about deaf education in Hong
Kong and MLSD at the regular meeting of the Kowloon Lions
Club on March 13, 1987.

6.  Mr. Lai Boon Lap (Academic Dean) was interviewed by Hong
Kong Commercial Radio (English channel) on April 28, 1987.

i A special programme about teaching deaf children was made
in the school by the TVB programme “Women’s Magazine” on
May 12, 1987.

To all the people, including the mass media, who have helped
the school in one way or another, we offer our most sincere gratitude.
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The Publication of the Student Newspaper: Voice of

Mongkok Lutheran School for the Deaf

The publication of the student newspaper, VOICE OF MLSD,
has as its objectives the development of the students’ interest in reading
and of their reading and writing skills, the students’ sharing of God’s
Word and expressing their gratitude to Him, as well as their expressing
their own feelings.

Graduation Ceremony of the School

This ceremony will be held in Sharon School hall on the morning
of July 4, 1987 with Mr. Y. T. Li, J.P., the Honourable Director of
Education, Rev. Titus Lee, the President of Lutheran Church-Hong
Kong Synod and Mr. Paul 8. K. Chan, the Vice-chairman of the
Christian Education Committee of the Lutheran Church-Hong Kong
Synod officiating and presenting prizes.

Assistance from the Community

The support from the community, the cooperation of the staff,
and their involvement of parents are instrumental in bringing about
the development and improvement of the education available to the
students, Sincere thanks go to all for their spiritual support and
substantial contributions over the years.

Wl i B &k

A Meeting of Managers — Principal — Staff Consultative Committee
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RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

In ordinary schools the attainment of the five virtues (moral,
intellectual, physical, social, and aesthetic) is the goal of moral
education. MLSD, being a Christian school, places a strong emphasis
on the spiritual growth of students so that they may know about
God and His great love. Instruction is in accordance with the principles
of Christian education. In light of this, the following activities were
organized throughout the year:

Activities Jointly Sponsored by the Church and the School:

1 Sunday worship for both staff and students at the Kowloon

" Congregation for the Deaf.

2. Sunday School for both deaf and hearing people: Students
and the hearing children of Church members were encouraged
to attend classes taught by members of the teaching staff.

3. A number of choirs involving church members, primary and
secondary students sing hymns at Sunday worship services
and other school functions. The choirs are trained by teachers
and members of the church.

4, During the year three students were baptized and one student
received confirmation.

5; Student/Youth Fellowship: Under the guidance of teachers
and assisted by its executive members, the Student/Youth fellow-
ship promoted student participation in Christian living through
activities organized by the Church and community service.

6.  Christmas Worship and Celebration: This was organized by sister
schools and MLSD and held separately for the Primary and
Secondary Sections.

7.  The publication of THE DEAF BULLETIN is used to spread
the Gospel and to report on the religious activities of the con-
gregation and the school.

Activities for students

During the year, the school was able to offer a wide range of
activities for the students ranging from a weekly chapel worship service
to a camp program which included Bible study as well as educational
and recreational stimulation. In each of the activities, the staff sought
to relate the Christian faith to the daily lives of the students.
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Activities for staff

Because it is not possible for the school to employ only Lutheran
teachers or even all Christian teachers, the out-reach to the members
of the staff is considered as important as the activities organized for
the students. In addition to weekly fellowship gatherings for Christian
witness and spiritual growth, many activities focused on the pro-
fessional growth of the staff.

RN .

N AT B R B R kRS Primary School Choir
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ACADEMIC PROGRAMME

The enrollment for the year reached a high of 238 students
who were divided into 15 primary and 12 secondary classes. Included
in the student body are 35 multiply handicapped students divided
five classes according to age and learning ability two in the
the Secondary Section and three in the Primary Section.

The curriculum, aimed at giving students a general education,
basically follows that of ordinary schools, with the exception that
great emphasis is placed on the development of speech and language
in order to prepare the students to communicate verbally with other
people. Spoken language, supplemented where needed either by Cued
Speech or Sign Language, is the mode of instruction in the special
classes. In these classes, the materials are geared to the students’
abilities to improve their development in perception, self-care, affect,
and social adaptation.

In addition to general academic work, the program includes

the following activities:

1. A classroom library scheme was implemented to promote reading
skills. A book exhibition was held to stimulate interest in reading.

2. A parent participation scheme in which parents were encouraged
to participate in the teaching process was established.

3. A new developmental activity scheme was implemented in
Pre-primary classes and in Primary one.

4. The use of micro-computer in remedial Mathematics was
introduced in the Primary Section.

5. 7The topic-centered approach to the teaching of speech was revised.

6.  Curricula for Chinese, English, Mathematics, and Computer
Studies were revised to enable students to meet the requirements
of public examinations.

7. School policies and teaching methods were carefully evaluated
to enhance teaching effectiveness.

RS HR
Group Activity Teaching

B
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P4V RE R B R S Outdoor Speech Teaching

The Speech And Language Development Policy

In accepting hearing impaired students, the school -accepts the
challenge and responsibility of helping them acquire speech and
language for communication, serve society, and achieve a sense of
fulfillment in their lives. Each student has his/her own individuality
and related abilities. The acquisition of speech and language depends
upon the cause of each individual’s hearing loss, the degree of hearing
loss, the age at which hearing loss occurred, educational background,
family background, motivation for learning, etc. No one mode of
communication will be effective in all situations for all students.
The school seeks to implement a policy which equips each child to
communicate in spoken language to the best of his/her ability to
be supplemented by visual communication only as needed by the
student. '

Basically, each teacher is expected to use the oral-aural com-
municative approach as the principal method of communication.
and teachers should work together to attain the same goal, namely
to encourage students to use oral language and to listen. As the
students’ ability increases, teachers can set higher expectations for
their students.

KRBT R EREY 2 HRTEE
Speech Teaching With Parent Participation

s I 2
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Speech Communication Skill Training

The policy of the school is to enable each child to communicate
with others to the best of his/her ability. Speech programs are planned
to meet the particular needs of individual students. The overall program
expects optimum use of residual hearing and speech assisted by Sign
Language and Cued Speech.

At present, every student receives a minimum of fifty minutes
of speech training per week. Speech lessons are either conducted
individually or in groups through activities such as drama, role playing,
games, and outdoor activities so that increasingly effective oral/aural
communication skills may be established. Parents are encouraged
to participate in speech programs so that they might gain a better
understanding of the potential and achievement of their children
and cooperate with the teachers in teaching their children.

Since 1985, video recordings of speech lessons have been made
to provide a framework for the systematic development and evaluation
of the students’ speech communication skills and to serve as a basis
for formulating general and specific teaching goals.

7
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A Role Play Session
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Computer Program

The school has been offering Computer Studies to Middle 3
Upper, Middle 4 & 5 students since 1983. Handicapped students
should have the ability to study this new subject. During the past
few years, teachers wrote their own teaching notes (in Chinese) and
managed to follow the syllabus of the Hong Kong Certificate of
Education Examination. The first group of students sat for that
examination in May of this year.

The program began with one donated computer. The number
of computers in the school has now increased to nine. Five computers
are used in the Secondary Section for teaching Computer Studies,
remedial teaching, and extracurricular activities. Another three
computers are used in the Primary Section for remedial teaching
and extracurricular activities. The computer donated most recently
is used for school administration as well as teaching Middle 5 students
to make use of the software commonly used in an office.

The school has some newly installed equipment for an electronic
mail system which enables students to use computers to communicate
with each other via the telephone line, This exchange of messages
can be achieved directly if both computers are set up for such com-
munication, or the exchange can be made indirectly by using the
bulletin board system.

For the electronic mail bulletin board system, a computer will
be used as a bulletin board which will be available to users 24 hours
a day. Users, by means of their own computers, can look at the board
at any time and read the messages left by other users. They may also
leave their own messages and mark them confidential if necessary.
The bulletin board provides free service to all deaf people.

The use of this system is not limited to the exchange of messages.
It may also be used as a data base to provide information which is
useful to deaf people (e.g. news that they cannot obtain from the
TV or radio, activities of the deaf community, etc.). The school is also
investigating the possibility of linking the school computer with the
students’ own computers at home, so that students may have access
to lessons and send in their work during school holidays.

In the area of curriculum development, the school plans to
teach Computer Literacy to junior secondary students starting in
1988. As the program develops, more computers and computer assisted
learning (CAL) software will be needed. With the extensive use of
CAL software, students may learn at their own pace and scores may
be recorded individually. Teachers can pay more attention to the needs
of individual students and develop their abilities to a greater extent.
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Public Examination

In Hong Kong, neither a specially designed public examination
nor any post-secondary educational program exists for handicapped
students. Therefore, they must sit for public examinations offered
to all the secondary students for assessing their academic achievement
and abilities. For this reason, hearing impaired students who are
intellectually capable must face the challenge of public examinations
if they are to have any hope of acquiring further education and finding
employment equal to their potential.

The Hong Kong Certificate of Education Examination aims
at evaluating the academic standard of secondary students who have
finished five years of secondary schooling. The school has begun
to make some progress in encouraging students and arranging for them
to take this public examination. Certainly, satisfactory results of
such an arrangement may not be obtained in a short period of time,
The school has planned to raise the students’ academic standard to
a level comparable to the requirements of this public examination
through:

1.  the evaluation and revision of the curriculum and teaching
methods for all subjects at all levels from pre-primary through
secondary,

2.  the development within the students of a sense of responsibility
for their own education and the skills for independent study
so that they will learn more efficiently and positively,

3. the strengthening of the effectiveness of remedial teaching
for individual students, and

4,  expanding the parents’ guidance service to help parents in guiding
their own children.

This year, Middle 5 students sat for the Chinese, Mathematics,
Computer Studies, Art/Design and Typewriting papers in the Hong
Kong Certificate of Education Examination.

FERBHHYR
Learning With Parent Participating
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School Guidance

In accordance with the principles of Christian education, the
Guidance Department helps parents and students at different levels
and in various settings. The counselling service seeks to promote and
reinforce in the students a sense of self-discipline, helping others,
and good citizenship.

Counselling

With the aid of the social workers and members of the teaching
staff, counselling is available to the students on various levels. One of
the basic goals of the school is to enable each student to function
as a responsible and contributing member of his/her community.
A booklet recently published by the Lutheran Education Association
has the title THE SCHOOL AS A CARING COMMUNITY. That title
is a fitting description of what MLSD seeks to be for its students
and staff, A CARING COMMUNITY. The booklet points out that
it does not take much to recognize that the school and classroom
are a miniature of the real world — a broken world. It is a part of
the real world in which people frequently experience pain.

There is a need for students and staff alike to learn to be sensitive
to the needs and pains which each one feels and to reach out in
Christian love to meet those needs and relieve those pains. By means
of education, it is even possible to avoid experiencing some pain and
in most cases to deal with it. The booklet reminds its readers that in
spite of the brokenness all around, a Christian school is a place where
love and forgiveness, health and healing, are high priorities. A Christian
school is a place, ideally, where the weaknesses of all participants
(students and staff) can be exposed without embarrassment or fear
of ridicule. All who work together to make a school uniquely Christian
must be aware that in their brokenness: 1) they, too, have a need
for health and healing, and 2) they, too, have the potential to reach
out to others in the spirit of Christ as “wounded healers.”

The counselling program seeks to reach out to all members
of the school community as they relate to all areas of life.

Parent Guidance

A number of activities were offered with the aim of helping
parents effectively guide their children in varous stage of growth
and development, including the following:

1. An introductory session for parents of new students at the
beginning of the school year to offer guidance on how to help
their children to adapt to the new learning environment.




REIHE
| EFUREBED  LENESESIRNEAREE - BLE
TS TOIES)
ChE A RE A
TEERHIRE RN T - IR EAF RS S ESEET -
BB RNERE o
(EFE 3
- T&%%@n—/
B A BRI o
s d A ERE R RS
ByvRRitEE e -
SEESEE
FRASBREETEERESIE  ERANRNENSIEE
(ST EREABENT BT » FOrFREA eSS
s SIERITRR » AEEHT 3 TS
(b A 3]
FEENERUSIET » \BRNEs

» BT ERIRE ORGS0 - D=

RPLESTHAUMFEOMES -

MBI T BERE » 2

B TAEREEEEE . BB N RO PERREIEHIFIIE
TEEAMEEE) ©
= T IR/NES

R IBE2ERWE ANREER - W20 5 TIEE !
~EERRERERHNEIBEY o
I EEBEESREL EHEEER
FEBEESEIS ©
)
)
)

D

ZHhBR2EAR BRSNS

2iEE \WVER . BEEESEEFEFIFNHEE -
HRESBERCESEITETERWNEESKEESH 0 RBE=
BEBEN -

A
b

2. Two parents’ days during which parents and teachers sought

better ways of helping the students to attain satisfactory
academic performance and acceptable behaviour,

3. Parent guidance sessions on employment and further education

for students.

Integrated activities

A number of activities were jointly organized by social service
groups in other schools with the aim of facilitating communication
and understanding between hearing and deaf students as well as of
widening the social circle of MLSD students. This year, we have
organized the following activities:

1. Sister School Scheme: With the aid of the Education Department,
Sharon Primary School and the Primary Section of MLSD
organized a hiking for Scouts, a picnic and a day camp. Various
joint activities were held with the Kowloon Concordia Secondary
School, some on a regular basis and others occasionally.

2. Tutoring: Red Cross volunteers gave help to Primary students
with learning difficulties.

3. Last summer, prefects of Kowloon Concordia Secondary School
and MLSD jointly organized a hiking trip to share their service
experience.

Community services programmes

In an effort to motivate students to glorify God and serve society,
arrangements were made for them to participate in the following
activities:

1. donation to the School Health Service of the Lutheran Church

Hong Kong Synod,

2. flag day of the Community Services of the Lutheran Church —

Hong Kong Synod,

3. donation to the Hong Kong Anti-tuberculosis Association,

4.  flag days of other voluntary agencies,

5 Love Loaf Campaign to raise funds for the poor and starving
in Cambodia and Africa.

6.  Collection of ring-pulls to raise funds for patients with kidney
problems.
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Student Welfare And Health

With assistance from the Christian Education Committee of

The Lutheran Church — Hong Kong Synod, the Education Department,
and the Social Welfare Department, the students receive the following:

i

2.

Twelve years of free education from preparatory through junior
secondary.

A textbook/exercise book allowance: Beginning with the 1982-83
school year, needy primary and secondary students have been
recommended by the school to receive this allowance (a
maximum of $390 per year for secondary, and $215 for primary
students).

A reduction in school fees: Student of M.4 and M.5 who have
financial difficulties can apply for a reduction in school fees.
Assistance for those whose families are in financial difficulty.
School bus service: Two school buses have been donated to
the school to provide bus service for students living in Tuen
Mun, Tsuen Wan, Kowloon, Shatin, and Kwun Tong. Arrange-
ments have also been made with the Kowloon Motor Bus
Company for the transportation of needy students. The Hong
Kong society for the Deaf has graciously provided the use of
its buses for transporting students during periods whenever one
of the school buses was out of service for maintenance/repair.
Hearing Aid Service: Two technicians provide hearing aid services
for students which includes the use of a “loan” aid while the
students personal hearing aid is being repaired or replaced.
Medical Service: The Student Health Service of The Lutheran
Church — Hong Kong Synod has enrolled all the students free
of charge in the Government Student Health Maintenance
Scheme, and PI-P5 students for the Dental Hygiene Scheme.
In addition to conducting a student health screening program
in the school and lecturing to students on personal hygiene,
the Student Health Service assists with giving various inoculations
administered by government nurses. A session on ‘Brushing
Teeth’ was arranged for the primary students by the MacLehose
Dental Training School and a donation was received from the
Zonta Club of Hong Kong for the Medical Assistance Fund.
Disability Allowance: A monthly allowance, which currently
is $510, is available from the government’s Department of Social
Welfare to all profoundly deaf students.
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Student Travel Cards: Students are assisted in applying for
student travel cards which enables them to use certain forms
of transportation at a reduced rate.

Donations: The school has received donations from the Sir
Robert Ho Tung Charitable Fund, Treats, Lions Club of West
Kowloon and other service organizations to support various
indoor and outdoor school activities, in addition to providing
free milk once a week for all students,

BLh i R AT OB LR B R TR TSR 15T
Integrated Activity with Sharon Primary School Under
Sister Schools Scheme
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Audiological Service

This is a very important service. It is an essential support service
which directly affects the teaching — learning process. Two technicians
are responsible for the repair and maintenance of all the amplification
and audio-visual equipment. Their areas of responsibilities include:
1.  the periodic checking and repairing of students’ individual hearing

aids,

2.  the adjustment and servicing of group hearing aids,

3.  the repair of ear moulds and referrals for ear mould making,

4 assisting parents in hearing aid selection and in the proper use
of hearing aids,

5.  introducing teachers to audiological equipment and its proper
use, and

6.  the purchase of audiological equipment.

The school is initiating a binaural hearing aid program. A letter
which outlines the program has been sent to all parents and another
letter requesting hearing assessment and stressing the need for
additional hearing aids will be forwarded to the Education Department
in the near future. An additional component of the program is the
assessment of students using binaural aids in the classroom with the
aid of a part time audiologist provided by the Education Department.
This service will continue to improve in the future.

i

A
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Donation Ceremony of Rehabilitation Equipment From Lion’s Club
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Services Of The School Social Workers

1. Deaf Students are helped by means of individual counselling,
group counselling, and referral services. The social workers
seek to coordinate the related social services and to help the
students make use of essential resources to develop their ability,
potential, and confidence in solving problems, and to strive
for equal opportunity to improve their livelihood.

2. The Old and the Young Service Project

The school and the Mongkok Kai Fong Association Chan Hing
Community Centre joined together in organizing an Old and
Young Group. Ten students from the school and ten elderly
members from the Community Centre together with members
of the Red Cross Volunteers joined the program.

Wai-yee was one of the students participating in the project.
Previously, she lacked interest in classroom activities and
occasionally behaved in an uncooperative manner. However,
she later showed a great improvement and performed well in
this service project. The following was what Wai-yee shared
with members of the staff: “I like serving old people because
they are as old as my father. I love my father, so I feel interested
in helping elderly people, especially those who suffer from lack
of mobility and need my assistance. Besides, my experience
with the group was fruitful. I have gained more knowledge and
learned how to communicate with other people.”

The activities planned for the students are aimed at extending
their circle of relationships and improving their communication
skills. Of most importance is the emphasis on helping the students
to recognize their own abilities, to make full use of their ability
to learn, to communicate with other people, and to manage
their own daily lives. Wai Yee’s experience is a good illustration
of this.

3. The “Bud” Nurturing Group
The name for this group comes from the concept of the tender
bud of a flower as it gradually opens into a beautiful blossom.
The target population for this group is the people who provide
most of the nurturing of young hearing impaired children. The
function of the group is mainly for parents to meet for discussion
and the sharing of their experiences. The mother of one of the
senior primary section students was invited to be a volunteer
working with this group because of her own direct experience and
her ideas to which other parents with similar feelings can easily
relate. The parents are thereby motivated to voice their own
opinions, raise questions which come to mind, and release some
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come to mind, and release some of their anxieties. In addition,
the volunteer stated that such sharing and discussion has led
her to recall many of her pleasant and unpleasant past
experiences in rearing a hearing impaired child. Judging by the
praise from the other parents, this volunteer reinforces in them
the value of being a mother.

The social workers encourage and guide all the parents to share
their ideas and to discuss problems in the group as far as possible.
The function of the group was further enhanced by activities
such as a film show and a visit to another organization providing
services for hearing impaired children.

Integration Activities in Secondary Section

During the period from November, 1986 to May, 1987, over
eighty students from the nearby Our Lady of Rosary College
visited our school regularly on Mondays, Wednesday, and Fridays
to provide the deaf students with practice in the use of their
communication skills as well as some tutoring. In addition to
developing friendships with their. hearing peers, the students
also benefit greatly from the above activities. It is hoped that
this program will continue in the future.

Service to the Evangel Children’s Home

During December of 1986 and May of 1987, some of the Upper
Middle 3 and Middle 4 students worked with volunteers of the
Red Cross from Ho Lap College and Hung Sean Chau Memorial
College to provide tuition to children who live in the Evangel
Children’s Home. Through this experience, the students were
able to compare their own situation with that of the children
in the Home. In comparison, they felt that they had a happier
family life with the care and guidance of their parents and in
the company of their siblings. They learned that sometimes
when their parents scold them, they are just showing their
concern. The students also experienced a better relationship
and cooperation with their own siblings leading to a fuller family
life,

When the students tried to help the children in the Home to
learn, they became more aware of their own limitations in speech
and writing as well as their limited knowledge. They then related
this experience to similar communication difficulties with their
parents and family members and were motivated to improve
themselves. Participating in this service, our students gained
some new hearing friends and also learned more about the
services provided to underprivileged children in the community.
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A Brief Account Of Activities For The Year 1986/87

1. Extra-curricular Activities — Secondary section: Table tennis,
Christian Fellowship/Choir, Ribbon Flower Making, Badminton
Percussion Band, Handicrafts, Computer Club, Basketball,
Knitting, Technology, Drama, Sunday School, Duke of Edin-
Award Scheme, Typewriting, Mathematics, Art and Design.

2. Extra-curricular activities — Primary Section: Interest groups
which meet on alternate Saturdays include: Cub Scouts, Girl
Guides, Handicrafts, Calligraphy, Knitting, Ribbon Flower
Making, First Aid, Dancing, Chess, and Computer Club.

3. School Wide Activities: Sports competitions, picnics, music
performance at the First Asian-Pacific Regional Conference
on Deafness, a dancing competition, training courses and camps,
visits to Ocean Park, a music competition at the Music Festival,
and sports day.

4. Summer Programme: Sister School Scheme, Bible study, outdoor
painting, joint activities organized by the Red Cross Volunteers
and MLSD students, prevocational orientation, community
services, and outdoor activities.

5. This year, eight students of the Secondary Section joined the

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.
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Music Performance In the 1st Asian Pacific Regional Conference
On Deafness
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Music and Movement Class Of Pre-primary Children
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Integrated Activity With Hearing Students
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Church Activity Organized By Caritas, Ngau Tau Kok
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Talk On The Use of The Fire Extmgulsher

bk B AT # S AR B ED
Outdoor Learning Activity Under the Sister Schools Scheme
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Ground Breaking Ceremony

This happy event (held at the Kwai Chung Sports Ground) took
place on Friday, May 29, 1987. It symbolized God’s grace and blessing
upon the development of the school. Guests officiating at the ceremony
included : Mr. K. H. Chan, Assistant Director of Education; Mr. T. C.
Ho, Chairman of Kwai Chung and Tsing Yi District Board; Mr. Titus
Lee, President of The Lutheran Church — Hong Kong Synod; Mr.
James Chu, Chairman of the Christian Education Committee of The
Lutheran Church — Hong Kong Synod. Guests at the ceremony
included co-workers within the Lutheran Church, members of the
community, students, and their parents. The whole gathering
worshipped, praised and glorified the Lord.

The new school building, covering an area of 5000 square meters,
is to be situated on Kwai Shing Road in Kwai Chung. It is expected
to come into operation by September, 1988. Art/design and essay
competitions were held to commemorate the event. With the theme
‘Our Ideal New School’, the competitions were designed to stimulate
the students to express their imagination and creativity through writing
and drawing,
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Staff Who Attended In-service Training Courses
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Title of Course

b G

Participants

(- FETRR s 2k 5% 8 2B AR it
( SREMNEER ZHH )
In-Service Sp. Ed. Course for TASTs

1 R

1st yr: Yim Siu Fung

(VR 38 A 4P
(Yo iaRe i BEHT )
In-Service Sp. Ed. Course for

Teachers of the Deaf and Partially
Hearing

B HEER S TER (RE)
1st yr: Lau Wai Yee/Wong Koon Shing(Sec.)
B GREELK NERE S GEN (/N )
2nd yr: Kwok Lai Mui/Kwok Kit Man/
Leung Wai Man (Pri.)

g (hes )
Ho Yuen Ling (Sec,)

SV A e R SR IE (ICTT)
ICTT for Primary School Teachers

B gk
1st yr: Leung Mei Tao

B FHE
2nd yr: Lee Wai Chun

(MFATTE 15 R TR

Refresher Course for Teachers

BB R et (V)
Chen% Siu May/Ngo Kit Wan/Lee On Kee/
Luk Yuen Ching (Pri.)

WEAIE, BT ( RERERCR )

Luk Ngan Kuen/Lau Wai Chung (Sec. — Eng.)
HSHER ( RS AT

Chan Kam Ha (Sec. — P.E.)

(ERFEA RS EE RN M BERE
PGCE (HKU) 2nd yr: Irving Sieh
(SRR HE A LR i BRI HE
( Feer#hE ) Chan Kwok Kuen
M. Ed. (Sp. Ed.)

(g e M hERbE S iR LRk

M. Divinity

Pl a, B
Lau Chiu Kay/Ng Kwok Wah

(A sz KB TR s fr it i
B. Soc. Work (Part-time)

HUE  BER
4th yr: Ng Yuk Chun

(LR N

Annual Rehabilitation Course

RS /2 A4/ It/ d s /Bl s

Lam Pui Fun/Lee Yuet Sheung/Ho Kam Kwong/

Tse Pul Yiu/Lau Chiu Kay
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Study on the existing situations of the past M.5 graduates

BEPLEXERIRAE

1. Statistic on the employment and further study of the past M.5 graduates
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— sewing workers
— clerks

— assist family to operate
business

— electric watch or
computer fitting workers

— minor staff in school

— jewellery manufacture
labourers

— art & craft workers
— porter
— bakery

— waiter in fast
food canteen

— oversea study

— leather manufacture
learning

— learn painting

employment or further study
HEmEEan

HETA
X8
[FEEE ]

BTETA
BT
EHMET A
FILEE
WETA
HWEEFTA
REEH
HEAERE (ThER )
BERENE
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Total no. of students graduated

in the past 3 years = 28

R R A =28
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II. Statistic on the
monthly income of the past
Middle Five Graduates
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# Al A monthly income

== $1000 — 1500

¥ ¥ $1501 — 2000
@ @ 52001 — 2500
$2501 — 3000
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Looking Into The Future

1. The Reprovisioning Project: The groundbreaking ceremony
for the new school premises was held on 29.5.87. The new
premises are expected to be available for use by September
of 1988. The completion of the new facilities will be another
milestone in the provision of educational services for deaf
children by this school.

2. Reaching More Students: As most of the students of the school
reside in Kowloon and the New Territories, it is necessary to add
another school bus to the two already in use, to ensure access-
ability to the school, especially for younger children who are
presently not able to attend school. The support of the Education
Department and the community will be most important for
the success of this project.

3. The Activity Approach for Instructlon The Activity Approach
was first adopted in teaching pre-primary classes in 1985-86.
Generous assistance from the Education Department in the
training of teachers in the use of this method of teaching will
eventually make it possible for it to be adopted in teaching
all primary classes.

4. Individualized Education Programmes: Due to the limited
training available to members of the staff in the teaching of
multiply handicapped children in the school, teachers need
assistance in teaching special classes for such children. With the
provision of an educational psychologist, the implementation
of individualized education programs which are geared to meet
the needs of each student should become a reality.

5. Educational Technology: Computer Studies has been

implemented in the senior forms of ordinary secondary school
for years and it will be implemented in junior forms starting
this September. Hopefully, the Education Department of the
government will take the needs of special schools into considera-
tion.
Interest in the use of this technology has been enhanced by
the donation of computers, Howdy Mail equipment, and an
electronic mail system to the school by a number of donors.
The introduction of computer aided instruction in the primary
and junior classes is planned for the near future.
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The Ground Breaking Ceremony
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6.  Gardening service for the elderly in the Nam Shan Hostel
Beginning in November of 1986, ten multiply handicapped
students of the Secondary Section and several Red Cross
volunteers cooperated to provide a gardening service to the Nam
Shan Hostel for the Elderly for a period of six months. This
experience gave the students both an opportunity to participate
in a community service and to enjoy a sense of fellowship
expressed in a spirit of mutual cooperation and love.

7.  The zonta club medical fund scheme
This fund was set up this year with the sponsorship of the Zonta
Club of Hong Kong. The main objective of the fund is to provide
financial aid to those students from lower income families who
are in need of special medical care. During the year, three
students received aid from the fund.
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Teachers who Won the 800m Race
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Main School: 4/F., 18, Cherry Street, Mongkok, Kowloon.
Tel: 3-940133—-4 .
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Branch School: 68, Begonia Road, Yau Yat Chuen, Kowloon.
Tel: 3-803976

MONGKOK LUTHERAN SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF —
A BRIEF HISTORY

The Mongkok Lutheran School for the Deaf is under the supervi-
sion of the Christian Education Committee, Lutheran Church, Hong
Kong Synod. It is subsidized by Government, and deaf children receive
free Christian Education under God’s blessing. It began in 1968 with
only one teacher and eight children in one small rented room in Saviour
School. The following year, the programme was expanded to two
classes with two full-time teachers, and two part-time teachers opera-
ting on a session basis. In September 1970 the school borrowed four
rooms from Ming Kei College to add three more classes to the pro-
gramme. Three months later the present facilities at Cherry Street
became available for occupancy. In September 1974 five more exten-
sion classes were added using the facilities at Concordia Theological
Seminary. In September 1975 the Secondary Programme was initiated
at the Seminary. In September 1982, one Middle Four class was opened
and one Middle Five class was added the following September., At
present there are twelve classes in the Secondary Section. Ten class-
rooms including a general science laboratory and a Design/Technology
room have been rented. Practical subjects include Typing, Computer
Science, Art/Design and Design/Technology. The school now operates
27 primary and secondary classes with a total enrollment of 238
students. A new school in Kwai Chung has been approved by the
Government. The ground-breaking ceremony of the school was held on
29th May 1987. The new school premises will be available for occuu-
pancy in September 1988.




